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My aim before starting the lecture:

I think a Medical Professional, whether he or she
is practicing medicine and/or is engaged as an
investigator, one is constantly facing new challenges.
The challenges could be that of a global infectious
disease, or health issues particularly relevant to the
country where the students will practice medicine after
they finish their education. As a lecturer in “Science
English” course Saitama Medical University I thought
it was important to introduce to the students what
are some of the current challenges and what new
experimental system one could explore to answer
some of the questions. I chose to focus my lectures on
hepatitis C virus (HCV) infection related liver cancer
(hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC), a particularly serious
problem in Japan.

How do you feel about students response:

I found the students interested and engaged. They
asked good questions about the mechanism of virus
infection associated cancer. Some students were
particularly interested in the humanized mouse model
of liver cancer. I usually take such keen interest among
the students as an indication that they will be ‘life long
learners™- any teacher’s dream.

How were the students in office hour meetings:

A number of students in office hour meetings were
the ones who could not come to the lectures for
scheduling reasons. Most students who were there
had good questions; clearly they had spent the time
thinking about the lectures and the reading material
that was given to them.

How were student’s questions:

For the most part I found students curious about
experimental approach and had interesting ideas to
pursue them. The student’s questions were not what
one would expect from experts (scientists working in
the field), but it showed their genuine curiosity.

If you had another chance what would you want to do:

If I had an opportunity to give the “Science English”

lectures again, I would encourage the students to think
and come forward with the topics they would like to
hear about, or be most interested in discussing (in the
lectures or during office hour meetings. It could be an
overview for example, general background of virus
infection related cancer, or the various experimental
systems that are being applied to study the problem. If
the students are given a set of questions (a month or
two before) to answer what areas they would like the
lectures to be on, they are more likely to be attentive.
They have limited time and subject matter is vast, all of
which may be relevant for their practice of medicine.
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