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Expression of orotate phosphoribosyltransferase in colorectal cancer
Takehiro Takahashi (Department of digestive and general surgery, Saitama Medical School, Moroyama,
Iruma-gun, Saitama 350-0495, Japan)

Backgroud: Activation of 5-fluorouracil (5-FU) into nucleotides requires phosphorylation by orotate
phosphoribosyltransferase (OPRT). In this study, we investigated the correlation between enzymatic
activity and gene expression of OPRT in colorectal cancer tissues, and the association between OPRT
gene expression and anti-tumor effect.

Materials and Methods: Enzymatic activity and gene expression of OPRT were measured by
radioassay method and a real-time reverse transcriptional-polymerase chain reaction method,
respectively, in 20 primary colorectal cancer tissues. In 37 patients treated with tegafur-uracil and
leucovorin for metastatic colorectal cancer, OPRT gene expressions were analyzed by the same method.
Results: There was a positive correlation between enzymatic activity and gene expression of OPRT
(r=0.788, P<0.0001). Responding tumors had statistically higher OPRT gene expression than
nonresponding tumours (P=0.0008), and patients with a high OPRT mRNA expression suvived longer
than those with a low OPRT mRNA expression (P=0.0019).

Conclusion: The expression of OPRT gene might be useful as predictive parameter for the efficacy of

fluoropyrimidine-based chemotherapy.
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5-fluorouracil (5-FU) Rt AlE Wb asse, &0
b, KGRI HEHEIN TV A EER
PUEAITH 2. EENICH D A E N 725-FUIL#D
I T B O 57 iR 8% 32 C & % dihydropyrimidine
dehydrogenase (DPD) IZ & O 2-fluoro- f3-alanine |
IRENDY. REZ T o 125-FURRHIIEAN T
U Vgt 5 USRS AR ICZ I U, B2l R
Ze A9 5. i M AR A 1K D 5-fluoro-deoxyuridine
monophosphate (FAUMP)* ¥ &, @i inzZo
5, 10-methylene tetrahydrofolate DfZ{f FiC, DNA de

PRt HE935E  SERK164E4H23H (R EKERK)

novo R0 thymidylate synthase (TS) & = rHAGHE
GG (ternary complex) ZJERK L, TSOEEZNE M
ZM#ET %Y. chuc kb, DNADde novo A KRIZHN
flE N, DNAREENRFRMGE I ERL I NS,

LED &S %55-FUDIEREIF N DEZ S &, 5
HEZDOTSE X UNEEZODPDDEZEIC KD, HilE
BRMRE S N5 TREEDHERI S N 5. SR
HEICHTBTS - DPDEEFHBLE 7 vEEY IV
RYVEFI OGN R 2R LI T A, TSIEFEHMD
DDPDRFEBI DR DZENHRIET5% TH O 2 TDOM
BTEIMELE NI TIREL - TDT &I,
5-FU ORhHTHIIE TS « DPD LASHC & a2 2 e 3
%K IMEES B AMBEME R R LT %Y.
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5-FU D % M 1R 3 & O FAUMPIC Rt & 1 % 7=
HICWFY VOB BENLHTH 5. 55— K
ooy »iglbic 59 %8R & LT, orotate
phosphoribosyltransferase (OPRT)* ', uridine
phosphorylase (UP)'"'®, thymidine phosphorylase
(TP EETN TS (M DY. 2D5 5, OPRT
% 4T L T 5-phosphoribosyl-1-pyrophosphate (PRPP)
D 17 /£ F T & #5-fluorouridine mono-phosphate
(FUMP) IZACHF E N 2 #8805, b MARMEREfiic Bsw»
TEFELB5-FUDY VLK TH D EHREN
1700 F e, b N KBRS U Fzin vitro TSI
ZMERER T MG, 5-FU BRIzt
RIS L U THEICH W OPRT BERIEEZ 2 LTV
7O UL, EBERHEIC I % OPRTOHE &
T LY 2V U RFUERIOBERNRDORE % in vivo
TGRS LTS 17z 0.

SRIOWFIC BN T, K% D OPRTIE M &
OPRT mRNA ¥ &7 [RlRE e UMHBEBIRZ et L7z,
IHIC, TORRZEEEZ T, OPRT mRNAREEN S
RIS 2 7 vk Y O VR DA
SR TR RIREMN S 25T LIz D TS 9 %.
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200146 H ~12 H OB S FHS THliai b 22581k 7% it
RIS TN T NIz KIGEE206 % w5 & L.
BE1461, LME6R), FHEEERNL 655 (39~T775) T,
FEERE 136, B THITH o 1.
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II. 5 &
1. BFIKE & OPRT &S KU OPRT mRNAKIRE
DREZE

BB HMNICYIBR E NIRRT 55 mmA
ORI Z BRI L, EHBICHMRFER, ko
OPRT{%M: 35 & 0" OPRT mRNAFHI &% LN DK )51k
ZRWTHIE L. &, AUZEEE EER K A M
FREBIHKREINTZEDTHY, BENSHMICEKS
FEZ1S L Tiro 7.
1) OPRTEMDHIE

YIBR & N7z MR R 1A (500 mg) 7 1 5 1T kS R
171%, *HAkH O OPRTYHEM: (nmol/min/mg-protein) 7
radioassayiEIC X DHIE LTz, I4&b5, HEZ R EY
FA A LTBIGELNTEEL, EEZBRERLUZ. 2hic
phosphoribosylpyrophosphate, [3H] -5-FU 7% % &5 55
wZhmA 7T, 0, 5, 10, 153G ZIFIEERT. £
D&, EOITHHC X O ARKISD [3H]-5-FUZFRAL,
Wik > F L—2 9 D 2 —"TFUMP OFRR73
ERREZHET S T K> TIoRYM 720 DORGHE
gk,
2) OPRT mRNARIREDAIE Y

Yk & N7z M B A D — 5 (20 mg) Z1E B I
WG TR 17 %, RNAS Hi & » T (RNeasy MiniKit :
QIAGEN Inc. Chatsworth, CA, USA) TRNAZHiiH L™,
Wi L B 25 TRNAD 5cDNA%Z & % L 7z. OPRT
mRNAE = 1 & N8 L HE & 73 5 glyceralaldehyde-
3-phosphate dehydrogenase (GAPDH) mRNA &E{x
TRUEOE &I, FOCZHWEY 7IVE A Lk
HiE (ABI PRISM 7700 Sequence Detection System

FUR
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AR

FUIR ——— FdUMP — FdUMP— CH,THF

1. Metabolism of 5-FU (5-fluorouracil) <anabolism>. (Pathway 1) OPRT; orotate phosphoribosyltransferase, PRPP; 5-
phosphoribosyl-1-pyrophosphate, (pathway 2) UP; uridine phosphorylase, Rib-1-P; ribose-1-phosphate, FUR; 5-fluorouridine,
(pathway 3) TP; thymidine phosphorylase, FUdR; 2’-deoxy-5-fluorouridine, dRib-1-P; deoxyribose-1-phosphate
<catabolism> . DPD; dihydropyrimidine dehydrogenase, F-[3-Ala; 2-fluoro--alanine, FUMP; 5-fluoroudine monophosphate,
FUDP; 5-fluorouridine, diphosphate, FUTP; 5-fluoro-uridine-5’-triphosphate, FAUMP; 5-fluoro-deoxyuridine-monophosphate,
TS; thymidylate synthase, CH,THF; 5,10- methylene tetrahydrofolate.
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(Tagman) ; Perkin-Elmer Applied Biosystems,
Foster City, CA, USA)**? ZH\iz. £ 1LIcH W
primer/probe DYEXLf(Y % 7~9. OPRT mRNAE(: T
#Bilk, OPRT mRNA & GAPDH mRNADFEEOD L
(OPRT/GAPDH) iIC K D LTz,
2. OPRT;EM & OPRT mRNARIRE & DREE

[l 955 £ 1C 38 1 F 5 OPRTI% M & OPRT mRNA¥E i &
& DI DU T & Pearson O A B4R B 2 T WD R G
L7z, p<0.05ZHEEZDHD & LT

I #& R

OPRTE M & OPRT mRNA¥E Bl & o % & X 21T
Y. OPRTIEME & OPRT mRNADRKBEDRICIED
FHREEA R 72 3R 7= (RHEA#R %K 0.788, p<<0.0001).

1592 | KIFEEE D OPRT mRNAKIRE L &M X
FREICN T %7 vibE ) = IV REUERIDBEMNR

L ®

19984E7 F 7 5 20004E 12 F & ¢ o B {1 s 5t [
Bl ol B A28 B BV TYIRRASRERE B ME K
Rl L CcT H 77—V 752V (UFD - A
IRV 2 (LV) OB T D 72 3THE B 72 f 52
LR, RPN FEFREE YRGS, SRR IR
U Cfirst-line{b 22857 & U CHREDNTTONIZIER T
H0, (1) PSscoreN2LL FTHB L, (2) &Hillal
BEIRZEN DR e 1DH B T L, B) MIRFENMK
BICK > Tkl - BERESHERSI N TS T &,
@ 37 HULORGHIRFTE % T & zifginE e
LU CHli7z LTz, FEF L 625% (38~80i%) T,
[ERFPERERR OSER, FRIFPEIERE 28ER T - 7.
IL. 5 &%
1. BEEL L BEMRYE

{b2#E1:1%, UFT 400 mg/m®/day 35 X OFLV 15 mg/
body D 5 HMREORGDOH E2HBEAKRFE L. 2h7z
A0 Q8HRD #OIRLIY A 7))L e L. bk
XU 2Y A7)V (8il) OifRmIC CTIC K 2 EHAMTHE
ZOFHEZTT, UICCHA R A VPITHDWTIRE
ShRHEREIT> 72, 2JERHNZCR, 105EFIIE PR, 16 FEFIX
NC, 9f5lZPDTH D, Z5h#1332.4% (12/371) TH > Tz.

2. #®&{F4RE & OPRT mRNARIEEDHIEE

Jir 78 B YRR A IRE 1 K K O 920 mg DRk %2 £}
U, IR AR 25 Tl iihs L —80°C TIRTF
LTz, itk 217 - T2ERIZ I o 2. OPRT
mRNAFB & OREEIE, B Tz8e%Zz vz
U7V 2 A LiHEIC K D, OPRT mRNA & GAPDH
mRNADFHHE DL (OPRT/GAPDH) ZH H L 7z.
3. MRETEHIHEST

ZEanl & IEZ RN O 8 n T FE B & O FLER I,
Mann-Whitney U test, 25513 @ L#Z I Id two sided
Fisher’s exact test 7z i\ 7z, E17ili#R 13 Kaplan-Meier
EICKOHIH U, log-lank testic X O Z 2 K€ L /-
p<0.05ZFHE~ADHO & L.

I & R

1. =5 & IEZBlIc B 1 5 OPRT mRNAFIR

3711451 OPRT mRNAFEIEOHEIXHETH D,
HHLE1.01 (0.42~3.94) TH -7z, UFT « LVEEEIC RS
ZIBFEN R 2 BB & IEBBNC T B &, BRI
IC$51) % OPRT mRNA D HH Y fE X 1.39 (1.02~3.04) T
HY, JEZEZHNIC I S OPRT mRNAD H19:4#0.85
(042~257) Ik LT, ARICEMZ/RL 7z (P=
0.0008) ([%] 3).
2. OPRT mRNARIHDIRERICHf-E3hE

OPRT mRNADHETH % 1.0 % cut-of ffi & L T,
OPRT mRNAD 1.0LL_EDJERFIZ OPRT & H B, 1.04
TG OIER 72 OPRTIRFEEL & 70 FH L7z, OPRT & 5EH)
DFEMFIL63% (12/19) TH - 7=/H, OPRTIEFELI
IR 5 Niah - 72 (P<0.0001).
3. OPRT mRNARIRDIZERIcH-EFHIME

OPRT & FE BB D50 % A7 HH & 12.5 7 A (4.1~
28.3 7 A) ICH LT, OPRTRFEHEID 50 % 4 A7 R
1385 7 A (38.0~17.3 7 H) &, OPRT&FEBIHITHAF
IR DIEEDERS 5 Nz (P=0.0019) (X 4).

z =

5-FUMNTE R FHADFAUMPIC R E N B 728 IC
Y VB EOBENRETH S, BB VgL
ICBI 54 AR:EE LT, OPRT, UP, TP, &5 B0

V) VBLIC B 59 % & & LU Curidine kinase (UK),
ribonucleotide reductase, thymidine kinase (TK) /A

£ 1. The primers and probe sequences for GAPDH (glyceraldehyde-3-phosphate dehydrogenase), and OPRT (orotate phosph

oribosyltransferase)
Gene Forward primer Reverse primer Probe
GAPDH GAAGGTGAAGGTCGGAGTC GAAGATGGTGATGGGATTTC CAAGCTTCCCGTTCTCAGCC

OPRT TCCTGGGCAGATCTAGTAAATGC

TGCTCCTCAGCCATTCTAACC

CTCCTTATTGCGGAAATGAGCTCCACC
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HBENTWVS (X D). V) VBT, B8 Q) :5-
phosphoribosyl-1-pyrophosphate (PRPP) Df#{E
TOPRTIC & > CTHEHEFUMP L 75 %% 10, #&iK& (2) :
Rib-1-PDOT#{E R CUPIC &K D FURIC Y Vgt & N,
T HICUKIC K B VE(kic & D R#EICFUMP &
I % 2% (3) : dRib-1-POIF/E FCTPIc Kk DV
VL ENTZFUARZERTTKIC K 5V VbR
FNCFAUMP & 75 %™, 2103 3DDRIKIC I EN 5.
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2. OPRT mRNA expression plotted against enzymatic
activity of OPRT. OPRT mRNA shows a positive correlation
against enzymatic activity of OPRT (correlation coefficient=
0.788, p<<0.0001).
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3. OPRT gene expression in terms of response.
Responding tumors statistically had higher OPRT gene
expression than nonresponding tumors (P=0.0008).

I

b b RREREERIE 2 W 72 E T, 5-FUD Y Vi
{EM5-FUIC & 2 HilEE s A O HHELRE DO & D
TdhbD, £7/OPRTIC X 5% (R (D) »5-FUV
VLD X BRI TH B ENRENTNS .
Inaba 5 1%, & b &3 FRLAAE D 55-FUMN M #E Z2
AEL, M T OPRTIEMENAREICIK RIS L
S U2, Bk, Fujii 51&, 54B10 b b KIGEEHH
7z W zin vitro HUgHIESZ R IC IV T, 5-FU
JEZ VERH AR (2 IR AR IC i L T HEEICE W
OPRT B&E1EM R 245 L& RLIEY.

Ak THNE, OPRTOREEEEZEHAIET S C
ENEF LWL, UL, BEEEENEICIZE100 mg
HAI OGBSI ETH D, 26l 5 OIS A
HTH D, Tz, BESEIEEONE I BEERN TE
Z W IEME R TR AL 2%, S RIS T,
10 mg HLAZ O [EFAHRK CHIE D PTEEAZ mRNA L)L T
@ OPRTE{EFHHBI & OPRTEEZETEMEIC IEDFHES % 28
iz, TDT X, OPRTERTFEEME D OPRTE:
FEMERE ORI & 755 5 B a[REEERET 5 E D
Td%. Uetake, Ichikawa 5%, KGEfHERICIB N T
RT-PCR#:1C & 3 DPD mRNA L\ )L T D& L FFEB
& DPDBEZRTEMNEDHEZFED 2 T & Z2MiE L T
W37, SE, bhbhOHAWEEEZ WY 7L
2 A LA X 28 nFFEBlE, RT-PCRIEIC LR
LT, BELEELNEL X0 DRVBREETOREN
A[RETH 5.

OPRT 21.0
(n=19)

2 1 OPRT < 1.0
(n=18)

0 360 720
Days since start of chemotherapy

4. Survival curves in terms of OPRT gene expression.
The median survival time was 12.5 months in patients with
high OPRT mRNA expression (range:4.1~28.3 months), but
8.5 months (range:3.0~17.3 months) in patients with low
expression (P=0.0019). Patients with a high OPRT mRNA
expression suvived longer than those with a low OPRT mRNA
expression.
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T 5, RO T, EEEKEECHT S
T b BV 2TV RPUEAIOBEER R & K
%D OPRT mRNA¥EH & & OEIHIC DOV T & etz
1oz, FEFEHICEITF 5 OPRT mRNAMW EHIHOiEE
Tl&, UFT - LVEFEIC X D iR OIS NS 5N
9L, FEHENEREICIEET S5 EhRENTz.
OPRTE#ZETEME M in vitro D 5-FUBKEZ M & BEd % C
CRFBHTRENTOIN O, R RIAIC I % OPRT
B FFB DI vivo D 5-FURRSZ ML E#ET B & %
RUTEHEX, Xtz R LIS HBE chbhbhoA
eI CHTEEbNS.

Ichikawa 5 (&, UFT - LV 7217 o 72 37HER 72 Xt
ST, FENREEDTS, DfREEEODPDICA”, 4
DOPRTE EZTH —RMED ) V(LIRS 3 % B4
DOUP, TPOEFSEILTORBEZME LTV BN,
FEBIED AT 075 e D 2 E BT 21T I E > TV
TV, SHBOERE LTI, S5IEBHOEBLETHRE
ARG 2 DNAT LA 7% & OFRE %
FEMRI LS ARG R AR BRI R 2 P92 & L CEA LT
W T EWRETHAS.

Sal, BAlE, KR O OPRTIE M+ & OPRT
mRNAFE B & O BIfR 2 M5 U7z, OPRTIE D HIE
I ¥ radioassay i, OPRT mRNA¥E B o & m Ak
X, OtV 7V R A LEEE ZN TN
7z. F5 51, OPRTYEME & OPRT mRNAFH &I X,
IEOHBERGREZESD . 2D &5, OPRT mRNA
FHlg & UFT « LVEE 217 o 7o K 3TIRER D15
SIS DWW THET L. OPRT mRNARHI &%, %
B CIEHRE1.39, FEZEENBIFRIESS TH D, 25
ShiF| T A = &% R LTz (P=0.0008). OPRTIEx
FTREOMERNCE#K T % &, OPRT mRNAFIHD
O 1.0 % cut-of ffii & U 72858, 1.0LL o @i
BITDEZNHIX63%, KFEBHITEEMENLZN>
o, Fiz, @REEHNCEFHBOLEEZZBD Tz (P=
0.0019). 5%, OPRTEMLTFHEDOT7 vbkEY 2TV
RPUESI OIS NRE FRIC B B EFICDOE, Hilf
T DRGSR CHET T 20 ED D 5.

FZRAZ2ICHTz0, WEERKYE B2 GEE
AR IARLE (D EBPYD) FILEE =B8R O E e 5 U
i)l RO EIC O SN L ET.
B EERRE A b 0 ——80%, KIESES T8
et x—  RAE LTI E OHBEEIC EHE L
£9. EREITF, =EHIBORICEHRLET.
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